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Differentiation can be hard to define, however it involves maximising the learning opportunities
for each student (Tomlinson, 2005). For example, teachers could enact differentiation by adapting
teaching approaches, instruction, resources, or classroom activities. Effective differentiation can be
difficult to achieve for many teachers (Eysink et al., 2017). During the Covid-19 pandemic teachers
and students moved to teaching and learning online for a period of time know as ‘emergency remote
teaching’ or ERT (Hodges et al., 2020). Teachers were required to adapt their teaching and learning
practices to suit the online learning environment. As part of a larger study investigating what
teachers are cued into noticing in the primary mathematics classroom, two semi-structured
interviews were conducted with eight teacher participants late in 2020. One interview was conducted
during ERT and the second interview was conducted a few weeks after returning to the face-to-face
classroom. Teachers in this study found differentiating more challenging in the online environment.
In this short communication I will share the participants experiences of adapting their teaching
practices for ERT and the difficulties they faced differentiating effectively. All teachers in this study
reported using levelled groups in the online environment in order to ensure the right level of
challenge was provided for each student. This presentation will discuss why participants chose this
approach in the online environment and how this differed from their regular teaching practice in the
face-to-face classroom which involved the use of more open-ended, rich tasks.
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